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BUSINESS BUZZ

Story Mapping
Scottsdale’s Kirby Kim proves literary agents can thrive beyond the Big Apple.

PEOPLE TEND to think of book publishing as a New York City-centric industry. No
question, it’s still where many editors, publishers and agents call home. But these days,

* the ambitious literary type doesn’t require a Brooklyn address.

Case in point: Kirby Kim, an agent with the top-tier literary firm Janklow & Nes-
bit, has been operating out of Scottsdale since 2017, representing clients like the rapper
Common, acclaimed novelist and Arizona State University writing professor Matt Bell
and science fiction author Ted Chiang, whose novella Story of Your Life became the 2016
blockbuster Arrival.

“We’re seeing more and more agents decentralizing,” Kim says. “The idea of not
being in New York is something that doesn’t feel so revolutionary.” Kim credits techno-
logical improvements for that change, along with the high cost of living in Gotham. But
living outside of publishing’s biggest bubble can also be an asset.

“I'm still looking for clients, and Arizona is definitely an interesting place,” he says.
“It’s a swing state, a border state and a microcosm of a lot of the tensions across the
country. LA and New York are kind of mono-

cultures, which are comforting but also not
real.”
Kirby launched his career as an agent in
New York in 2005 after graduating from law
school. His reading tastes back then were
narrower, he says, focused on slacker-lit
icons like Nick Hornby, and have since
broadened to include science fic-
tion and Asian-American writ-
ers (through his work on the
board of the Asian Ameri-
can Writers’ Workshop).
But he says genre types
aren’t what he looks for
in a query letter. Strong
sentences and a good
grasp of conflict are
what really catch his
eye.
“I don’t need you to
tell me what happens
in every chapter,” he
says. “I don’t even need
to know the main charac-
ter’s name. I need to know
the situation. What makes it
urgent?”

— Mark Athitakis
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NEW!

Papago
Orange
Blossom

Arizona beer lovers’ fa-
vorite fruity ale got a refresh
this fall when Huss Brewing
Co. launched new can and
packaging designs for its
15-year-old brew. Thankful-
ly for devotees, the changes
are merely cosmetic —the
iconic beer’s creamy,
citrusy, vanilla-kissed flavor
remains intact.

hussbrewing.com

—Leah LeMoine

TECH CORNER

CertiStar

Dining out with food
allergies is challenging at
best, deadly at worst. Phoe-
nix entrepreneur Shandee
Chernow used her own
experience with allergies to
create CertiStar, a software
program servers and school
cafeteria employees can
use to identify food aller-
gens so patrons can feast
without fear of emergency
room visits. CertiStar (start-
ing at $99/month) is in use
at Chompie’s, Joe’s Real
BBQ and more.

certistar.com
—Leah LeMoine
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